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NGO Appeal to the Asian 3Rs Conference in Tokyo
30 October, 2006

This paper is an appeal to the Asian 3Rs Conference from citizens and NGOs of Asia who participated in the
Asian Citizens’ 3Rs Forum held in Tokyo on 29 October 2006, seeking to work in cooperation with
governments, industry, and other stakeholders to tackle the environmental problems caused by a growing
global trade in electronic wastes (e-wastes), and thereby build a more sustainable, zero waste, society in
Asia.

Current Situations of E-waste in the world

Huge quantities of hazardous e-wastes, generated in developed countries, are exported to developing
countries, where they are processed in operations that are extremely harmful to the environment and human
health. As a result of dumping and burning hazardous chemicals such as lead contained in electronics, or of
using hazardous chemicals to recover precious metals from e-waste, water, air, and soil are contaminated
and people who depend on the environment get sick. Moreovetr, a significant percentage of non-working
electronic products are shipped to developing countries in the disguise of “second-hand product,” along with
environmental pollution. E-waste calls for urgent attentions and actions of the international community.

The Role of Citizens and NGOs

With a good source of expertise with everyday waste issues and on the position that act in the best interest of

those most vulnerable to adverse effects of e-wastes, we as citizen groups commit to the following actions:

+ Make every efforts to reduce generation of e-waste, following the 3Rs hierarchy--- Reduce as the top,
followed by Reuse and then Recycle

¢ Work in collaboration with NGOs from various countries to propose, share and implement more
effective schemes or programs which aim at ensuring a sustainable production, consumption, and
waste management system in the electronics industry

¢ Use the consumer power to demand cleaner electronics production and products, which do not harm
the environment and human health throughout the life-cycle of their products, and support electronic
manufactures doing good job in this aspect

¢ Actively communicate with and cooperate with governments and the electronics industry in 3Rs
programs

+ Share information with the general public about national and international laws and regulations, such as
Basel Convention, intended to prevent environmental pollution caused by hazardous waste, and raise
public awareness of the importance to know destinations of electronics they discard

+ Incorporate perspectives and experiences of citizens and NGOs into decision-making processes by
being involved in pertinent international/national legislations

Proposals for the Asian 3Rs Conference

We propose that the question of how to protect the planet and human health from pollution is the essential

premise of the concept 3Rs, and that the following aspects be discussed throughout the Conference:

+ Comply with and enforce the existing multilateral environmental treaties on waste, such as the Basel
Convention, which requires countries to minimize toxic waste generation and improve national
self-sufficiency in hazardous waste management, as well as the Basel Ban Amendment, which calls
for a total ban on exports of hazardous wastes from rich to poorer countries.

+ Befully aware of the reality that free trade in waste necessarily leads to disproportionate burdens of
environmental pollution put on the socially and economically disadvantaged workers and citizens in
poorer countries. In other words, embrace the Environmental Justice.

+ Preventillegal transboundary movements of toxic waste through the collaborative efforts of concerned
countries and institutions to obtain an accurate understanding of trade in waste as well as to eliminate
the gaps in definitions and regulations of waste

+ Implementation of EPR, which includes toxic input phase-out, design for long-life, upgradeability,
and ease of recycling, manufacturer take-back program, informational discloser, which are
upstream approaches to the e-waste problems

¢ Transparent and participatory decision-making process

By Participants of the Asia Citizens 3R Forum



